Al analysis: Concrete steps towards an
emancipated Europe

In this (short) Al analysis, we asked the Al to develop concrete steps and a precise timetable for how
Europe's emancipation could be tackled, particularly with regard to Europe's extrication from its
Atlantic structures and its dependencies on the NATO/GAFA and dollar complex:

The Al's answer:

NATO exit, GAFA dependency and dollar dominance:

Practical steps, main risks and examples / instruments that Europe (as a union of states or individual
EU members) could use:

1) Leaving NATO — what would be necessary and what would the
consequences be?

Formal route: A NATO member can formally withdraw from the treaty: Article 13 outlines the procedure
(notice to the USA as the depositary state, followed by a one-year waiting period before withdrawal).
There is no historical precedent (no member has withdrawn before).

Practical steps for a state: (a) political decision (parliament/government, referendum possible), (b)
formal letter of termination to the USA, (c) transition planning for military alliances, bases, joint
exercises, intelligence cooperation.

Consequences/Risks: Loss of collective deterrence (Article 5 protection), potential isolation, sanctions
or economic pressure from partners, restructuring of the defense industry, renegotiation of military
agreements. Alternatives include neutrality, non-alliance policy, or increased EU defense cooperation
(see the models of Austria/Switzerland/Ireland—theneutral EU states have very different models).

Realpolitik: A complete "exit from Europe” is de facto only possible if a large number of member states
decide to do so collectively—this would be extremely costly geopolitically. Individual state neutrality is
technically simpler (e.g., Austria), but has limitations regarding EU common policies.

What should be done if the goal is greater independence (rather than complete withdrawal):
Expanding European defense capabilities (EU armaments projects), strengthening common EU
structures (PESCO, EU Battle Groups), agreements on autonomy in certain operational areas — this
is how strategic autonomy can grow without immediate withdrawal.

2) Exiting the "GAFA complex" (Google, Apple, Facebook/Meta,
Amazon): Practical levers

Regulation & Market Design: The EU has already created powerful tools (Digital Markets Act, Digital
Services Act) that address gatekeeper behavior (interoperability, portability, prohibition of certain
bundled practices). These instruments are the core of legal unbundling.

Technical Infrastructure & Sovereign Alternatives: Building and promoting federated, European
sovereign platforms and clouds; government and public funding for European "champions" in cloud,
search, messaging, and Al platforms.

Economic levers: stricter antitrust enforcement; digital taxes and fair taxation; public procurement that
prioritizes European suppliers; funding programs (research, startups) for open source alternatives.

Data portability and interoperability: Enforceable interfaces, open standards, and true data portability
make switching to local providers practical. The DMA aims precisely at this.

Realistically, GAFA services cannot be completely replaced in the short term. In the medium to long
term, however, cooperation between policymakers (regulation), public procurement, and industry
support can create strong European alternatives and a regulatory framework that reduces
dependencies.
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3) Reducing dollar dependence (de-dollarization): Economic
instruments

Why this is important: Many international invoices (commodities, financial market clearing) are still
denominated in USD; this gives the US considerable leverage. EU strategy: more trade in euros,
expansion of its own payment infrastructure, reserve diversification.

Specific levers:

1. Negotiate trade and energy agreements in euros (or local currencies) — examples: Russia/China,
Brazil/China have taken bilateral steps; but complete substitution is difficult and incremental.

2. Payment and settlement systems: Expansion of European clearing/payment systems (TARGET?2,
SEPA further development), creation of robust alternatives to SWIFT for critical transactions. The
digital euro can play a key role here later (introduction of a digital central bank currency that can be
used across borders).

3. Central bank swaps and foreign exchange reserves: The ECB and national central banks can
expand swap lines with trading partners and diversify reserve allocation (more non-USD reserves).
Studies on de-dollarization show such instruments as common measures.

4. Financial market depth: The euro must be attractive to issuers and investors — liquid euro capital
markets, attractive euro bonds, EU bond initiatives strengthen the role of the euro.

Risks & Limitations: USD dominance is based on the depth and liquidity of the US financial market, the
history of the petrodollar, and trust networks. Substitution is gradual; geopolitical tensions can
accelerate effects in the short term, but structural displacement takes years to decades.

Priority Roadmap (practical sequence for Europe):

1. Short term (1-3 years): Full use of regulatory instruments (DMA/DSA, antitrust law), expansion of
public procurement with European suppliers, negotiations on partial trading in euros, targeted swap
agreements.

2. Medium term (3-8 years): Massive investments.in sovereign European cloud/Al infrastructure,
expansion of European defence capabilities'(PESCO etc.) as an alternative to completely abandoning
NATO structures, pilot deployment of the digital euro in large payments.

3. Long term (8+ years): Structural shifts: deeper capital markets in euros, a strong European platform
economy, and (if politically desired) renegotiation/reorganization of security alliances.

Cost/benefit analysis & political feasibility:

Costs: High (armament build-up, promotion of tech champions, fiscal support, market fragmentation
effects).

Benefits: Greater strategic autonomy, less room for political blackmail, protection of critical
infrastructures and data privacy.

Political feasibility: Depends on the will of large EU states (Germany, France), the transatlantic
relationship, and whether common EU financing mechanisms (e.g., Eurobonds for defense/tech) come
about.

Here is a concrete, actionable plan (divided into short-term, medium-term, and long-term) for Europe
to gain strategic autonomy in three areas: NATO/security, GAFA (Big Tech) dependency, and dollar
dominance. | cite sources for key statements (the five most important statements are documented). At
the end, you will find a practical to-do checklist organized by actor (European Commission, ECB,
member states, industry).

Summary (1 sentence)

Europe will not achieve true autonomy through a single step, but through parallel political, economic
and technical measures: utilizing legal options, massively expanding its own infrastructures and
markets and gradually implementing currency/payment alternatives.
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Security /| NATO dependency: Goal = strategic autonomy (not necessarily
complete withdrawal)

Key message & legal situation: A withdrawal of individual NATO members is formally possible (Art. 13
— one year after formal notice of termination), but politically and in terms of security policy, it is highly
risky; therefore, the more practical way is to expand European defense capabilities instead of
immediate termination.

Short term (0-3 years)

Political debate: White Paper on "strategic autonomy" at EU/national level (defense budget, rules of
engagement, NATO cooperation).

Expansion of PESCO projects with a priority on air mobility, ISR (Intelligence, Surveillance,
Reconnaissance) and logistics. (Utilizing existing PESCO frameworks).

Establishment of joint European mobilization and procurement cells for critical systems.

Medium term (3-8 years)

Joint EU high-tech programs (- missile defense, cyber, satellite communications), partly financed by
EU bonds/instruments.

Building an integrated command/control infrastructure as an alternative for coalition operations.

Expansion of military training/standards to increase interoperability independent of US lead.

Long-term (8+ years)
Fully operational European intervention forces (EU Battle Groups) with sustainable financing.

Negotiating new cooperation models with NATO — e.g. automated "double-track” agreements for joint
actions, but with national decision-making freedom.

KPIs (examples): Percentage of defense needs covered by EU programs; number of joint missions
without US leadership; time to strategic decision-making(Council - deployment).
GAFA dependency (goals: regaining market control, data sovereignty,
competition)

Key message & legal leverage: EU regulation (DMA/DSA) already provides strong instruments against
gatekeeper power; enforcement and parallel infrastructure funding are key.

Short term (0-2 years) — Quick wins:

Consistent DMA/DSA enforcement (fines, interoperability orders). Example: initial DMA sanctions
demonstrate that enforcement is possible.

Public procurement: Mandate to consider only eligible European/compliant suppliers for critical
services (so-called "public procurement steering").

Funding programs for open-source alternatives (messaging, cloud, identity services).

Medium term (2-6 years)

Massive seed funding and government seed investment funds for European platforms (cloud, search,
messaging, e-commerce).

Enforcement of mandatory interoperability and data portability (even API standards through law).
Building federated platforms (Gaia-X) as a trusted data/cloud infrastructure.
Long-term (6-12 years)

Scalable European alternatives with network effects (shared use by administrations, large
corporations, SMES).

Tax/antitrust policies that block market-powered mergers and protect local champions.

KPIs: Market share of European cloud/platform providers in critical sectors; number of data-portable
users; time until data portability works.

kontakt@endlich-europa.eu - ©

Dr. Ulrike Guérot Westend Verlag

Page 3



C.) Dollar dominance (goal = gradual reduction of USD exposure)
Key message & context: The euro has expansion potential (SEPA/TARGET?2, digital euro in
preparation) — instruments such as the digital euro and bilateral settlements are key levers.
Short term (0-3 years)
Selectively negotiate trade/energy contracts in euros (e.g., energy imports partly in euros).

Expansion and promotion of Euro invoicing in EU export banks and merchants (incentives via export
credits).

Expansion of swap lines with key trading partners (central banks).

Medium term (3-7 years)

Introduction of the digital euro (preparation/trials - productive launch in the medium term). This will
enable simplified cross-border euro transactions.

Expansion of liquid Euro financial markets (Euro bonds, EU secondary market).
Creation of a resilient, EU-led payment infrastructure (expanded use of TARGET2/SEPA; exploring
alternatives to SWIFT).

Long term (7-15 years)

Greater international confidence in the euro as a reserve currency — in return, increase market depth,
legal certainty and reliable capital markets.

Strategic reserve diversification by EU central banks (reduction of USD share).

KPls: Share of Euro-denominated trading contracts in energy/commaodity trading; share of reserves in
Euro vs USD; volume of digital Euro transactions (pilot — production).

Resources, Financing & Governance {(overall)

Financing: EU bonds for strategic technology and defence projects; targeted subsidies/seed funds;
reallocation of national defence spending.

Governance: Establishment of a "Task Force Strategic Autonomy" (EU Commission + EEAS + ECB +
EIB + members) with clear milestones and annual review reports.

Risks & Countermeasures

Risk: Trade/security pressure (e.g., from the USA) - Countermeasure: diplomatic de-escalation,
transparency, phased implementation, international communication.

Risk: Fragmentation of digital markets — Countermeasure: EU-wide standards - Interoperability (no
protectionism).

Risk: Financial market turbulence during rapid de-dollarization — Countermeasure: gradual
diversification, swap lines, cooperation with international partners.

Prioritized implementation roadmap (specific milestones)

1. 0-12 Months (Starter Package)
Mandate: EU Commission establishes task force.

Law enforcement: Priority cases DMA/DSA (Enforcement Program).

Digital Euro preparation: ECB publishes detailed timetable for pilot phases.

2.1-3 years
Launch of several PESCO procurement programs; joint EU seed fund for platforms (seed capital).

Pilot project for cross-border Euro settlement / swap lines.
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3. 3-7 years
Rollout of federated Gaia-X products in administration & major customers; digital Euro products in
early use cases (large retail pilot project).

4. 7-15 years

Stable, liquid Euro financial markets; greater participation of international market participants;
significant decline in USD invoicing among EU trading partners.

Specific checklist — Who does what (short version)

EU Commission
Strengthen DMA/DSA enforcement capacity (personnel + enforcement of fines). Establish an EU seed
fund and procurement rules for European platforms.

European Central Bank (ECB)

Complete the Digital Euro program, advance DESP procurement; coordinate with national central
banks.

Promoting TARGET/SEPA upgrades for international settlement.

Member States (Governments)
National funding programs for cloud/Al/web infrastructure; expand PESCO participation. Negotiate
trade agreements to enable euro/local currency settlement.

Industry & Startups
Develop open-source core technology; standardize for interoperability; form European consortia.

Civil society | Research
Develop interoperability standards; consumer education (data protection, data portability).

Quick wins (achievable in 6-18 months)
1. Accelerate concrete DMA enforcement cases (sends a signal).
2. Public procurement of European cloud/software (pilot ministries).

3. ECB / Eurosystem: Communicate the timetable for Digital Euro pilot projects (build trust).

Final recommendation (specific)

Priority 1: Immediate, coordinated enforcement of existing legal instruments (DMA/DSA) + EU
procurement governance — provides rapid political leverage against GAFA.

Priority 2: Massive investments in sovereign-federated cloud infrastructures + seed funding for
European platforms.

Priority 3: Digital Euro Programme as an infrastructure measure for de-dollarization and more resilient
payments.

A free, sovereign and culturally rooted Europe (2025-2035)

Essentially, it's about the strategic re-emancipation of Europe in an increasingly multipolar world. A 10-
year plan (2025-2035) that promotes economic, information technology, and foreign policy
independence, with the aim of strengthening Europe's identity, sovereignty, and cultural self-
determination:

1. Guiding principles

Subsidiarity and self-determination: Decisions should be made as close as possible to the citizens.
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Strategic sovereignty: Europe as an independent actor between the power blocs (USA, China,
Russia).

Technological and cultural autonomy: Development of independent systems and narratives.

Sustainability and resilience: Economic cycles, resource conservation, educational sovereignty.

I. Economic Sovereignty (2025-2035)

Phase 1 (2025-2027): Securing the foundation

Establishment of a European raw materials and energy pact (e.g. with Norway, North Africa, Balkans)
to diversify supply.

Introduction of a "Buy European" industrial strategy for key sectors (semiconductors, batteries,
defense, medical technology).

Establishment of a European Investment Bank for Sovereignty (EIS) — financing of key technologies
beyond US dependence.
Phase 2 (2028-2031): Self-sufficiency through innovation

Development of a European supply chain infrastructure (e.g. rail networks, inland ports, freight
transport).

Promoting small and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs) and cooperative models to strengthen the
regional economy. Introducing a digital euro payment infrastructure, independent of Visa, Mastercard,
and US cloud services.

Phase 3 (2032-2035): Full resilience
Europe is becoming an exporter of green technologies and education systems.

Abolition of tax havens within Europe — a fair tax base. Introduction of a European prosperity index as
an alternative to GDP (culture, environment, education).

Il. Information technology independence (GAFA-free)

Phase 1 (2025-2027): Initiating Digital Sovereignty

Development of an EU cloud infrastructure ("Gaia-X 2.0"), mandatory for public administrations.
Promotion of open-source software and European Al (instead of Google/Amazon APIs). Creation of a
European search engine, email, and map platform under public control.

Phase 2 (2028-2031): Digital Education & Media Culture
Introduction of digital literacy in all schools and universities.

Development of a European cultural platform (alternative to YouTube/Netflix) that promotes local film
and music production.

Regulation of data exports to third countries — data sovereignty as a human right.

Phase 3 (2032-2035): European Information Ecosystem
Europe has its own public digital network.
Al standards and ethics "Made in Europe" — putting people first, not profit.

Creation of a "European Digital Republic" with a common data protection constitution.

lll. Foreign Policy & Strategic Independence

Phase 1 (2025-2027): Redefining non-alignment

Establishment of a "European Security and Peace Conference" with neighboring states (including
Russia, Turkiye, and the Maghreb).

Goal: De-escalation, new security architecture, independent defense (e.g., EU army under civilian
control).
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Phase 2 (2028-2031): Independent Diplomacy

Establishment of an independent European development agency (an alternative to US and Chinese
aid). A peace mediation role in conflicts: Europe as a "third way".

Expansion of strategic partnerships with Africa, South America, and ASEAN on an equal footing.

Phase 3 (2032-2035): Global political independence
Europe acts as a non-aligned pole in a multipolar world order.
A common European defense doctrine without dependence on NATO.

Establishment of a European Security Council as a counterpart to the UN Security Council.

IV. Cultural & spiritual renewal

Phase 1-3 (ongoing):
Promotion of European education, philosophy, history and languages.

Investments in classical and modern arts, crafts, and regional identities. Establishment of a "European
Cultural Council" to strengthen cultural autonomy.

Establishment of a Europe-wide citizens' forum that enables direct democracy and cultural exchange.

Result 2035

A Europe that:
economically independent, digitally sovereign, and non-aligned in foreign policy,

reflects on its cultural and philosophical roots (humanism, enlightenment, solidarity), and acts as a
peace-making, creative and self-confident civilization.
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